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Reflection on Refugees 

Amnesty International reports that in 
2019, more than two-thirds of all 
refugees came from just five 
countries: Syria, Venezuela, 
Afghanistan, South Sudan and 
Myanmar.  
 
Syria has been the main country of 
origin for refugees since 2014 and at 
the end of 2019, there were 6.6 million 
Syrian refugees hosted by 126 
countries worldwide. 
 
In 2019, only half a per cent of the 
world’s refugees were resettled. Over 
the past decade, just over 1 million 
refugees were resettled, compared to 
3.9 million refugees who returned to 
their country. 
 
Wealthier countries aren’t doing nearly 
enough to share the cost of protecting 
people who have left everything 
behind. Appeals for humanitarian 
assistance for refugees are 
consistently – and often severely – 
underfunded. 
 
In short, the world urgently needs a 
new, global plan based on genuine 
international cooperation and a 
meaningful and fair sharing of 
responsibilities. 
 
 

Prayer for Refugees 

Lord of the journey, we ask for your 
protection on all who have fled their 
homes. 
 
Give them strength on their journeys 
and grant that they may 
find places of compassion at which to 
rest. 
 
Ease their fear as they throw in their 
lot with strangers and keep alive their 
vision of finding a secure and 
welcoming home. 
 
Amen. 

 

MOVING STORIES  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Committed to supporting | our global partners | ZIMBABWE 

 THE ZIMABWEAN REFUGEE CRISIS 

There are almost 3.4 Zimbabwean refugees, roughly a quarter of 
the population. Most have gone to South Africa and Australia, 
with over 400 000 now living in the UK. Zimbabweans leave their 
homes because of poverty, climate change, and repressive 
government policies. 
 
South Africa deports many of those who cross the border – over 
14 000 every week. Most Zimbabweans crossing at Beit Bridge 
are turned back. Some attempt to swim across the Limpopo and 
are attacked or killed by crocodiles and hippos.  
 
Many Zimbabweans seeking refuge in South Africa are children. 
They are vulnerable to abuse and sex trafficking. The large 
number of refugees has contributed to xenophobic attacks and 
harassment from locals.   
 
Much of Zimbabwe is financed by money being sent back by 
refugees to family members, who use the money to pay for 
groceries and school fees. 
 

Commitment for Life works with Christian Aid in Zimbabwe to 

improve conditions in Zimbabwe so that having to leave home 

becomes less likely. But the task is enormous, and we are 

grateful for your ongoing support and prayers. 
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