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Reflection on Refugees 

Amnesty International reports that in 
2019, more than two-thirds of all 
refugees came from just five 
countries: Syria, Venezuela, 
Afghanistan, South Sudan and 
Myanmar.  
 
Syria has been the main country of 
origin for refugees since 2014 and at 
the end of 2019, there were 6.6 million 
Syrian refugees hosted by 126 
countries worldwide. 
 
In 2019, only half a per cent of the 
world’s refugees were resettled. Over 
the past decade, just over 1 million 
refugees were resettled, compared to 
3.9 million refugees who returned to 
their country. 
 
Wealthier countries aren’t doing nearly 
enough to share the cost of protecting 
people who have left everything 
behind. Appeals for humanitarian 
assistance for refugees are 
consistently – and often severely – 
underfunded. 
 
In short, the world urgently needs a 
new, global plan based on genuine 
international cooperation and a 
meaningful and fair sharing of 
responsibilities. 
 
 

Prayer for Refugees 

Lord of the journey, we ask for your 
protection on all who have fled their 
homes. 
 
Give them strength on their journeys 
and grant that they may 
find places of compassion at which to 
rest. 
 
Ease their fear as they throw in their 
lot with strangers and keep alive their 
vision of finding a secure and 
welcoming home. 
 
Amen. 

 

MOVING STORIES  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Committed to supporting | our global partners | PALESTINE/ISRAEL 

 THE ETERNAL REFUGEE 

About half the Palestinian population (10 million) lives outside the 
OPT as refugees. In host countries Palestinian refugees are often 
unwelcome and their rights denied. In Jordan, Palestinian 
refugees hold full Jordanian citizenship; however, some, notably 
those from Gaza, hold only temporary passports, which restricts 
full citizenship rights. In Syria, Palestinian refugees are non-
citizens, although historically they were permitted to work and 
access social services. With the outbreak of civil war their 
situation changed. Before the war, Yarmouk refugee camp in 
Damascus contained almost 100,000 Palestinian refugees. By 
2015, only 18,000 remained. Most were displaced inside Syria or 
to Lebanon or Jordan.  

In Lebanon refugees face employment restrictions and are barred 
from owning property. As a result, they generally live in severely 
overcrowded refugee camps. This situation has been 
exacerbated further given the influx of Palestinians fleeing Syria.  

Palestine’s refugees feel insecure and abandoned by both the 
international community and regional leadership. Their 
fundamental right to return has been reduced to a final status 
political issue which never arrives and UNRWA, the UN body 
responsible for providing their essential services, including health 
and education, struggles to raise the funds to meet those needs. 

As we remember that Jesus was a refugee, let us commit to 
confronting this ongoing injustice using all the influence we have. 
Commitment for life is grateful for our partnership with Christian 
Aid’s work in support of Palestinian refugees. 
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