28th June 2020

Contact & Care sheet
to help you stay connected to
Christ Church during these
challenging times. Please email
fionafogden@hotmail.com or call
01689 605563 for any
contributions

Minister: the Revd Nadene Snyman – The Minister’s day off is Saturday
Tel: 01689 637625 or 0787 670 7863 email: nadene72@gmail.com.
Facebook: Find us at ccpwurc Website: https://christchurchpettswood.org.uk
Church Secretary: Kat Copley kat@copley.online 07729 215674
Pastoral Care: Elsa Duce 01689 822764

Service on Sunday 28th June
Christ Church service led by Our
Minister on the theme of welcoming and
being welcomed as God's
representatives
Readings: Psalm 89.1-4,15-18
Matthew 10.40-42
Hymn:

I, the Lord, of sea and sky

Hymn
I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard My people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin, My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear My light to them?
Whom shall I send?
Here I am Lord, Is it I, Lord?
I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if You lead me.
I will hold Your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people's pain.
I have wept for love of them, They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak My word to them
Whom shall I send?
Chorus
I, the Lord of wind and flame
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save
Finest bread I will provide,
Till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give My life to them,
Whom shall I send?
Chorus
CCL 114720

Notices
Reopening
In a previous edition of Contact & Care there was a letter from Nadene about plans for reopening.
Nothing is happening in the next few weeks other than lots of planning and preparation in the
background. Please re-read the letter and if you have any questions please get in touch with Kat
or Fiona.

Puzzles & Games
Please contact Di Hatch or Chris & Steve McNamara if you would like to swap
jigsaw puzzles.

Church meeting
After the service on Sunday 19th of July we will
be having a church meeting. We are expecting
this to be a virtual meeting and will bring
people together via Zoom and telephone.
Even if you do not make the service at 10.30
(the joys of YouTube meaning you can watch it
later!) please consider joining the church
meeting from 11.30am.

Foodbank
Bromley foodbank has contacted us to
say they urgently need the following items:
Ladies' shampoo
Tinned peas
Tinned carrots
Small tins of potatoes
Packets of mash
Donations can be taken to supermarket collection points including Sainsbury’s Petts Wood.

Playgroup extension – work has commenced
We are so pleased that the extension for storage on the rear of the Tudor Room has started. If
you are using the Tudor Way car park please ensure that you park over towards the left of the car
park so that the building access is not obstructed in any way.
We think of the playgroup at this time that they are unable to meet and hope that they will be back
as soon as is possible to enjoy this new space that is being created. Many thanks Kat

Diary of events

Date

Time

Description

10.30am

Sunday worship

7.45pm

Solace online – a meditative service

Weds 1st July

12.30pm

Lunch club deliveries

Weds 1st July

8.00pm

Elders meeting

Friday 3rd July

10.30am

Coffee Stop

Monday 6th July

8.00pm

Book Club – we will be discussing the Upside
Down Bible by Symon Hill.

Sunday 19th July

11.30am

Church meeting after the church service

Sunday 28th June
Tuesday

30th

June

A letter from the Finance Working Group
Dear Friend
Every year for the past 13 years I have written to church members regarding the church’s
ﬁnancial situation, but I do not think I had ever envisaged writing to you under such unusual
circumstances. I hope that you, your family and friends are keeping safe and are surviving
lockdown restrictions.
Whilst the virus is still with us and will be for some time, the immediate crisis appears to be
abating and lockdown measures are being eased very slowly. It is now our job to look ahead to
the future and try and predict the shape of things to come. I think we are all aware that many
things will have to change when lockdown is eventually lifted. Nadene and the Elders, who have
worked so hard to keep our church family connected and cared for during lockdown, will be
considering every aspect of our Church life. We know that God works through us in amazing ways
and I really believe there are exciting times ahead although we acknowledge that the journey will
not be an easy one.
The purpose of this letter is to make you aware of our current ﬁnancial position and what
challenges we have ahead in setting our budget for the next ﬁnancial year starting 1st July.
Lockdown started on 23rd March and Church and halls shut on that date. By the end on this
ﬁnancial year we expect:
 Our lettings income to be down
by £11,000
 Our weekly cash offering to be
down by £2,000
Some of this loss will be offset
by:
 Some reduction in overall
expenditure
 Some money from the
government due to furloughing
our church lettings officer
 Some members generously
increasing their regular giving

However, the overall shortfall this ﬁnancial year is expected to be about £10,500
We are fortunate to be in a relatively good position compared to many churches and with careful
management we should be able to absorb this although diﬃcult decisions may have to be made
about where the cuts to expenditure will fall.
Our challenge will be in setting next year’s budget. There are many unknowns and much to be
taken into consideration:
 when our Church reopens for services will we be allowed to have cash collections?
 our congregations may be much reduced in numbers due to some of our members having to
be shielded at home for longer periods of time
 can we expect to encourage new people to come – will that be diﬃcult in the months
ahead?
 caring for our members must be our priority – this may mean more expenditure for pastoral
purposes
 we may need to stream our services live for those who have to remain at home so now
should be the time to invest in updated audio-visual equipment to make this happen?
 when will our halls be open for lettings?
 when lettings are allowed how many of our existing hirers will still be viable?
 what procedures need to be in place for the halls to be opened safely? Will we need to
introduce strict cleaning procedures between each let – who will do this and how much will it
cost?
 will more than one group be allowed on the premises at the same time – if not how will that
reduce our lettings income potential?
Lettings make up 26% of our total income. In setting our budget for next year we cannot rely
conﬁdently on any income coming from lettings in the next ﬁnancial year so that is a £28,500
deﬁcit before we add in any other income loss.
It is normally at this point in the letter that I ask you to review your own personal giving to see
whether you are able to increase the amount that you give. Of course if you are able to do this –
that would be amazing or, if you are able to make a regular donation (direct debit, standing order
or weekly envelope) instead of putting cash in the oﬀertory that would also help us enormously to
predict our income – please contact Martin Leonard (church treasurer) for further information.
But really the purpose of this letter is to show you the scale of the challenge ahead and ask for
your prayers seeking God’s guidance to show us the way forward. We would be grateful for any
constructive ideas as to how to make up the shortfall and we need to think big! It may be that
some people among our membership have expertise in raising funds and we would love to hear
from you. If you have any ideas or thoughts, please can you send them to Kat Copley (our
church secretary) who has oﬀered to collect all responses to be used in our further discussions.
It is easy to get so focussed on money and balancing budgets (especially as part of the Finance
group!) that it can seem to take priority over everything else. But actually, lockdown threatened
much more than just the loss of income - it threatened the disintegration of our church family.
But that hasn’t happened - we have been able to keep our congregation together by being
creative, stepping out in faith, trying new things, embracing technology (tricky at the best of
times) and showing care for one another in many diﬀerent ways. Just being God’s hands on
earth and spreading His love. I am sure if we apply the same determination we will rise to the
challenge!
Best wishes
Mandy Fosten
(on behalf of the Finance working group)

